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Specialists in Dyslexia
and other Specific Learning Difficulties

Romsey, Hampshire SO51 0ZS Tel: 01794 529400 www.stanbridgeearls.co.uk

Stanbridge Earls School
1:1 Support = D|fferent Maths Teachmg

Stanbridge Earls School, Romsey, provides an
educational setting conducive to learning for boys
and girls aged 10-19, with dyscalculia and other
specific learning difficulties.

Stanbridge’s successful maths teaching approach is
unusual, if not unique, in that it gives major 1:1
tuition. Maths teaching at Stanbridge helps pupils to
fulfil their personal numeracy potential by building
confidence, working from each pupil’'s own
knowledge base - frequently leading to
achievements beyond previous expectation.

Two Mathematics Departments
Stanbridge’s Mathematics tuition is given through two interlinked
Maths departments headed by Sue Taylor: the mainstream
Mathematics Department and the Maths Learning Centre
(MLC). Sue broke new ground when she set up the MLC in
1980, where pupils receive the specialist 1:1 tuition, and it now
has 9 SEN experienced staff; 70% of children receive 1:1
teaching mainly taking two 1:1 sessions weekly. Sue, with 27
years’ experience cohesively manages and guides both
departments towards better practice, providing pupils with an

3 integrated, flexible
maths resource. One
innovation is that MLC
specialists are taking
some mainstream maths
classes and, conversely,
mainstream teachers
are giving some 1:1
tuition, after additional
SEN training.
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~Sue Taylor taking a mainstream Maths class

2007 was an exceptional year

New pupils are tested to profile their maths abilities and guide
their teaching plan. Stanbridge aims for every child to get GCSE
‘C’ Grade, unless restricted by their IQ. While, generally, all pupils
take GCSE in Year 11, some will retake in Year 12; more able
pupils also take GCSE Statistics in Year 11. Stanbridge’s
average rate surpasses the national average GCSE pass rate of
62%. However, 2007 proved an exceptional year with a 97%
pass rate at C, or above. One boy achieved grade ‘A Maths A-
Level, gaining 100% in three papers, and Grade A at AS Further
Mathematics, and was accepted for London University.

Overcoming barriers to learning

Geoff Link, Headmaster of Stanbridge Earls School, said: “In
2007 we partnered with Learning Works, a leading provider of
special needs courses, to present three expert-led SEN seminars
annually for teaching professionals. Additionally, we are providing
our maths teachers, and other maths teaching professionals, with
the SEN Maths course ‘Overcoming Barriers to Learning in
Maths’, which counts as a module towards a B Ed. The course is
being delivered at Stanbridge by Fil Came, a respected teacher-
trainer and co-founder of Learning Works, and was streamlined
for us by Dr Steve Chinn, an international expert on Dyslexia,
Mathematics and Dyscalculia. Both the School and the teaching
professionals are reaping the benefit of this learning partnership,
which is building Stanbridge’s reputation as a centre of
excellence for special educational needs teaching.

Building confidence to achieve success

Sue Taylor sums up: “Many pupils arrive with a barrier towards
maths, perhaps caused by an earlier failure to grasp concepts,
causing feelings of inadequacy towards maths. We help them
gain success, which builds their confidence. Once confident,
they can move forward. In the MLC, 1:1 support is the key for
each child on an individual level; we do not pressure, but assist
them to develop.”
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